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Lancey, of Westchester County, and settled
down at Cooperstown, where he began his
tempestuous career as a novelist. "Why", he
exclaimed, in the well-known anecdote, "I
could write you a better book myself", and
threw aside a sentimental novel of the day.
After the briefest apprenticeship, he published
The Spy (1821), a story of the Revolution
whose hero, Harvey Birch, intrepid adven-
turer, is still beloved by romance-hungry
readers. Two years later he had finished The
Pilot, and in 1828 The Red Rover, tales of the
sea containing Tom Coffin, another "Leather-
stocking", said Lowell, "rigged up in duck
pants and a sou'wester hat". Yet the former
year is chiefly significant for initiating in
The Pioneers (1823), reminiscent of Cooper*s
youth, the series in which his hero "Leather-
stocking" attains his full proportions as the
native American, the frontiersman ennobled
by his association with nature. These books,
which so enthralled, among other Europeans,
Goethe and Balzac, appeared at intervals dur-
ing the next eighteen years and made Cooper,
in spite of his vagaries as a citizen and critic
of American society, our greatest novelist
prior to the emergence of Nathaniel Haw-
thorne. In The Last of the Mohicans (1826),
The Prairie (1827), The Pathfinder (1840),
and The Deerslayer (1841) Cooper captured
two moods of the frontier which had affected
American feeling since the day of John
Smith and "William Bradford, its romance and
also its reality. ,